
 

1 Kings 16:29
 
”In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab son of Omri became king of Israel, and he reigned 

in Samaria over Israel twenty-two years. 
30 

Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of the LORD than any of those 
before him. 

31 
He not only considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but he also married 

Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and worship him. 
32 

He set up an altar for 
Baal in the temple of Baal that he built in Samaria. 

33 
Ahab also made an Asherah pole and did more to arouse the 

anger of the LORD, the God of Israel, than did all the kings of Israel before him.
34 

In Ahab‟s time, Hiel of Bethel rebuilt 
Jericho. He laid its foundations at the cost of his firstborn son Abiram, and he set up its gates at the cost of his 
youngest son Segub, in accordance with the word of the LORD spoken by Joshua son of Nun.” 

1 Kings 21:17  “Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite: 
18 

“Go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who 
rules in Samaria. He is now in Naboth‟s vineyard, where he has gone to take possession of it. 

19 
Say to him, „This is 

what the LORD says: Have you not murdered a man and seized his property?‟ Then say to him, „This is what the LORD 
says: In the place where dogs licked up Naboth‟s blood, dogs will lick up your blood—yes, yours!‟” 

20 
Ahab said to 

Elijah, “So you have found me, my enemy!”“I have found you,” he answered, “because you have sold yourself to do 
evil in the eyes of the LORD. 

21 
He says, „I am going to bring disaster on you. I will wipe out your descendants and cut 

off from Ahab every last male in Israel—slave or free. 
22 

I will make your house like that of Jeroboam son of Nebat 
and that of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you have aroused my anger and have caused Israel to sin.‟ 

23 
“And also 

concerning Jezebel the LORD says: „Dogs will devour Jezebel by the wall of
 
Jezreel.‟

24 
“Dogs will eat those belonging 

to Ahab who die in the city, and the birds will feed on those who die in the country.”
25 

(There was never anyone like 
Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD, urged on by Jezebel his wife. 

26 
He behaved in the vilest 

manner by going after idols, like the Amorites the LORD drove out before Israel.)
27 

When Ahab heard these words, he 
tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and fasted. He lay in sackcloth and went around meekly.

28 
Then the word of the 

LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite: 
29 

“Have you noticed how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because he has 
humbled himself, I will not bring this disaster in his day, but I will bring it on his house in the days of his son.”  (Ahab 
fasted because he didn‟t want God‟s judgment, but he was not truly repentant) 

Eight Ahab’s in Scripture:  They experienced great devastation in their lives and families 

 Adam: listened to wife over God (rebellion) (Genesis 3) 

 Esau: despised his birthright (Gen 25:27-34) and lost his firstborn blessing (Gen 27) 

 Lot: allowed his family to be destroyed sexually urged on by his wife who loved Sodom (Gen 19:1-38) 

 Sampson: allowed lust to destroy him (didn‟t care about his Nazarite vow-compromise) (Judges 16) 

 Eli: allowed his family to be destroyed spiritually and refused to correct his sons (1Sam 3:11-14) 

 King Saul:  blamed the people for his rebellion instead of owning it himself (1Sam 13:11-13) 

 King Ahab: passively abdicated the throne to Jezebel (1Kings 18-2 Kings 11) 

o Rebuilt Jericho (rebellion) because of Greed 

o Continued in the sins of Jeroboam (idolatry) 

o Married Jezebel (rebellion) his lust and allowed idolatry 

 King Herod Antipas: killed John the Baptist (he didn‟t really want to) because of a Jezebel‟s manipulation 

(Matt 14) 

How does Ahab get in someone’s life? 



“Tears streamed down Eric‟s cheeks as he once again heard his father‟s crushing words of disapproval. He was so 

proud of painting the fence, but he did not clean the brushes properly, and his dad‟s rebuke pierced his young heart. 

Eric grew up in a home where his father was a perfectionist and a workaholic. Never once did he hear his father say, 

“You did a good job” or “I‟m proud of you” or “Let‟s do something special together.” From as far back as he could 

remember, Eric‟s perception was that his father measured him only by the amount of work he accomplished. Instead 

of hearing the statements of approval he craved, Eric only heard his dad say, “You forgot to finish this” or “Now I‟ve 

got another job for you.” It seemed impossible for Eric to please his father. (By the way, the names and personal 

details in these stories have been changed to protect the individuals involved.) Eric grieved over this and began 

blaming himself, feeling that he was a failure, a loser, never able to do anything right. Sometimes he would stand in 

front of the mirror and feel such self-loathing that he would call himself hateful names. As a teenager, Eric struggled 

with feelings of isolation, never feeling as though he was part of any group. Instead of trying out for athletic teams, he 

would convince himself that he was not good enough. He feared rejection so much that he rarely socialized or asked 

girls out on dates. Eric was too young to recognize that these patterns were not entirely his problem, but stemmed 

from his father‟s spiritual, emotional and mental issues. His father was of the opinion that a person‟s worth is totally 

based on his or her performance— if you are not producing, you are worthless.  As Eric grew older, he lived in the 

prison of trying to perform for and please his dad, looking for acceptance anywhere he could. This neediness would 

overwhelm him as he continued to seek the approval, attention and validation he still desperately desired from his 

father. This caused so much turmoil within him that it brought about depression, resentment, feelings of 

worthlessness, self-hatred, withdrawal and an inability to control his behavior. Out of all this Eric became very 

passive, unable to feel good enough about himself to take any initiative in setting goals, making healthy decisions and 

living a fulfilled life.” (Discerning and Defeating the Ahab Spirit by Steve Sampson) 

Ahab enters through: 

 Wounding in life and fear of rejection 

 Being raised with Jezebel/Ahab patterns 

 Generational curses (Catholic church, Freemasonry, and occult involvement) 

 Personal occult involvement  

 Sexual perversions 

Satan seeks to tear down the psychological makeup of a man to beat him down into insecurity and inferiority 

so that Ahab can take a root in his life.  When this happens: 

 Weakness is the goal of the Ahab spirit: physically weak with infirmity, psychologically weak in the soul, and 

spiritually weak by a hindered prayer life 

 The goal of Ahab is the secure control over a pastor of a church and begin to steer the church down a 

different direction than what God is leading 

 An Ahab is too insecure to be assertive and decisive 

 An Ahab is too insecure to be a strong leader and have to make tough decisions 

 Ahab is too insecure to discipline and correct people 

 They actually feel confused when making decisions and will second guess themselves constantly 

 Wants to be liked and accepted too much: will be a follower and give into peer pressure 

 Afraid of confrontation and struggles with others intimidating them 

 Passive aggressive in nature many times 

 Immature, irresponsible, manipulating, selfish, and shirks responsibility 

 Allowing others to control them and having a hard time saying NO 

 An Ahab will present you as being unloving and uncaring if you don‟t go along with their ways 

 Ahab‟s are very manipulating and are usually liars 

 An Ahab doesn‟t take care of what God entrusts to them (Esau) 

 They are always expecting something from others 

 Like Adam they will listen to their wives over God (remember Lot‟s wife and Job‟s wife) 

 Tries to get you to feel sorry for them through various “sob stories” (criminals in prison) 

 Has a victim mentality and an orphan spirit 



 Grumbling, complaining, and sulking about life (Ahab with Naboth's vineyard) 

 Underlying deep seated anger issue especially when being confronted about their Ahabish ways 

 Has a tendency to abdicate his office of authority over to a controlling woman 

 Loses his inheritance and blessing God has for him (like Esau) 

 Will struggle with lust in a major way and usually is willing to seek sexual gratification over God‟s plan for his 

life:  pornography and masturbation will be common place in the life of an Ahab 

 Like Sampson he will have a taste for “strange flesh.” (like Adam with the forbidden fruit) 

 Laziness and gluttony and bouts of severe depression  

 You always have to go behind them and clean up their mess 

 An Ahab is not good with money management 

 An Ahab has a hard time holding down a job 

 An Ahab will usually really be into sports to feel masculine, but at home his wife wears the pants 

 An Ahab will procrastinate then probably never it done 

 Blame-shifting God, the devil, or people 

 Angry with God because feeling life isn‟t the way you want it, or life isn‟t fait, but God can‟t bless sin 

 A lot of rejection issues: will take things as rejection that aren‟t and will take things harder than they should 

 Therapeutic while unhappy turning to: alcohol, porn, drugs, shopping, or hobbies to find happiness 

 Too nice and let people control and take advantage of your kindness; overly merciful, walk away instead of 

confronting and challenging, willing to compromise what shouldn‟t be compromised for peace, will say they 

are wrong for acceptance even if they aren‟t. 

 They always expect you to pay for things for them 

 An Ahab will have a problem with a pastor that has to use church discipline 

 Ahab doesn‟t like to hear true prophecies (negative about himself) and gathers false prophets around him 

that tell him what he wants to hear 

1 Kings 22:1  “For three years there was no war between Aram and Israel. 
2 
But in the third year Jehoshaphat king of 

Judah went down to see the king of Israel. 
3 
The king of Israel had said to his officials, “Don‟t you know that Ramoth 

Gilead belongs to us and yet we are doing nothing to retake it from the king of Aram?”
4 
So he asked Jehoshaphat, 

“Will you go with me to fight against Ramoth Gilead?”Jehoshaphat replied to the king of Israel, “I am as you are, my 
people as your people, my horses as your horses.” 

5 
But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of Israel, “First seek the 

counsel of the LORD.”
6 
So the king of Israel brought together the prophets—about four hundred men—and asked 

them, “Shall I go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?”“Go,” they answered, “for the Lord will give it into 
the king‟s hand.”

7 
But Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there no longer a prophet of the LORD here whom we can inquire of?” 

8 
The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, “There is still one prophet through whom we can inquire of the LORD, but I 

hate him because he never prophesies anything good about me, but always bad. He is Micaiah son of Imlah.”“The 
king should not say such a thing,” Jehoshaphat replied.

9 
So the king of Israel called one of his officials and said, 

“Bring Micaiah son of Imlah at once.”
10 

Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah 
were sitting on their thrones at the threshing floor by the entrance of the gate of Samaria, with all the prophets 
prophesying before them. 

11 
Now Zedekiah son of Kenaanah had made iron horns and he declared, “This is what the 

LORD says: „With these you will gore the Arameans until they are destroyed.‟” 

12 
All the other prophets were prophesying the same thing. “Attack Ramoth Gilead and be victorious,” they said, “for 

the LORD will give it into the king‟s hand.”
13 

The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, “Look, the 
other prophets without exception are predicting success for the king. Let your word agree with theirs, and speak 
favorably.”

14 
But Micaiah said, “As surely as the LORD lives, I can tell him only what the LORD tells me.”

15 
When he 

arrived, the king asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or not?”“Attack and be victorious,” 
he answered, “for the LORD will give it into the king‟s hand.”

16 
The king said to him, “How many times must I make you 

swear to tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the LORD?”
17 

Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel scattered 
on the hills like sheep without a shepherd, and the LORD said, „These people have no master. Let each one go home 
in peace.‟” 

18 
The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn‟t I tell you that he never prophesies anything good about me, but only 

bad?” 
19 

Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne with all the 
multitudes of heaven standing around him on his right and on his left. 

20 
And the LORD said, „Who will entice Ahab into 

attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to his death there?‟“One suggested this, and another that. 
21 

Finally, a spirit came 



forward, stood before the LORD and said, „I will entice him.‟
22 

“„By what means?‟ the LORD asked.“„I will go out and be 
a deceiving spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,‟ he said.“„You will succeed in enticing him,‟ said the LORD. „Go and 
do it.‟

23 
“So now the LORD has put a deceiving spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours. The LORD has 

decreed disaster for you.”
24 

Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and slapped Micaiah in the face. “Which way 
did the spirit from

 
the LORD go when he went from me to speak to you?” he asked.

25 
Micaiah replied, “You will find out 

on the day you go to hide in an inner room.”
26 

The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah and send him back to 
Amon the ruler of the city and to Joash the king‟s son 

27 
and say, „This is what the king says: Put this fellow in prison 

and give him nothing but bread and water until I return safely.‟”
28 

Micaiah declared, “If you ever return safely, the 
LORD has not spoken through me.” Then he added, “Mark my words, all you people!” 

 Ahab’s will not put their house in order and deal with issues that need to be addressed and 

confronted.  This usually creates long term damage in the family. 

Genesis 18:19 “For I know him [Abraham], that he will command his children and his household 
after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD 
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.” 

 Ahab’s and Jezebel’s compromise personal convictions and lead others to do it as well 

Revelation 2:18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 

These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 
19 

I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you 
did at first. 

20 
Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By her 

teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 
21 

I have given her 
time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 

22 
So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those 

who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 
23 

I will strike her children dead. Then 
all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your 
deeds. 

24 
Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan‟s so-

called deep secrets, „I will not impose any other burden on you, 
25 

except to hold on to what you have until I come.‟ 

26 
To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations— 

27 
that one „will rule 

them with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like pottery‟—just as I have received authority from my Father. 
28 

I will also give that one the morning star. 
29 

Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

Ahab as a strongman can be at work with stubborn health problems, financial lack, marital problems, and 

ministry confinement 

Disorder and disfunction in the home: The goal of satan is to get the husband to come under the influence of 

a Jezebel spirit through his wife that now is dictating the direction of the family. 

 Jezebel/Ahab are fiercely generational 

 Marital problems 

 Confusion in children (including sexual perversions and gender confusion) 

 Major open door for satanic attack like strife, divorce, sexual sins, and financial destruction 

 Cycles of mass destruction and desolation in life 

 Curse associated with sickness and premature death (Rev 2:20) 

A Pastor’s Abdication:  In a church setting satan seeks to gain control over the pastor and dictate the 

direction of the church. 



Jim was the pastor of a church in a sleepy town in the eastern United States. He and his wife, Linda, had founded the 

church, enjoying its steady growth over many years. As Jim approached the golden years of his ministry, he knew it 

was time to “pass the baton” and turn the helm of the church over to his son, Michael, who was also an ordained 

minister and had worked with his dad for many years. They had frequent conversations about the upcoming decision. 

Finally, after delaying his decision for two years, Jim agreed that it was time to turn the church over to Michael. The 

problem was, Linda (to whom Jim had abdicated his authority years earlier) did not agree because she wanted to 

stay right there in her position in the church, which not only gave her an identity but a sense of power. Michael was 

aware of how his mom controlled his dad, so he insisted on a meeting where his dad‟s decision would be shared with 

the elders and deacons and the minutes would be recorded. The following Sunday, Jim stood before the 

congregation to announce his decision and ask the church to now recognize Michael as the senior pastor. His 

intentions were complete and explicit. Interestingly, Linda was not in the service that Sunday morning. In fact, Jim 

had told Michael months earlier that when he talked to Linda about “handing the baton” to Michael, she told him, “You 

can do what you want, but I‟m not leaving this church and my position here.” It became obvious that she was the 

controller and Jim was passive. It seems likely that her friends in the congregation would have filled her in even 

though she was not present on that important Sunday. But she would neither face nor hear the truth, and her 

husband had adopted the role of Ahab by withholding the truth from her, so great was his fear of her reaction. Soon 

after Jim‟s public announcement, the whole situation began to unravel. Michael dutifully took his place as senior 

pastor of the church, but before long, word began to filter back to him through various members that he had “stolen” 

the church from his dad. When he confronted his dad, Jim acknowledged that Michael‟s allegations were true— that 

he and his wife were indeed telling people in the community that Michael had stolen the church from them. 

Immediately Michael disagreed and reminded his dad, “That‟s not true; you turned the church over to me!” Through 

his passivity, Jim had set up conflict within his family. He had sandwiched himself between his son, to whom he had 

relinquished leadership of the church, and his wife, to whom he had relinquished his God-given authority. As 

unbelievable as it sounds, this man truly feared his wife‟s reaction so much that he withheld the truth from her. Even 

though he knew she was not on board with him, he deceptively stepped out on a limb and exerted his authority as 

pastor by turning the church over to his son. Then he backtracked because he knew she would bring down the 

hammer. Sadly, because of the fear of her reaction, he pretended like passing the baton had never happened. Jim‟s 

passivity was mind-boggling. He had even told Michael at one point that he could recall the specific day years earlier 

when he had given his leadership away to his wife and that he had regretted it ever since (but had never reclaimed 

it). The bottom line was that Jim would not deal with his wife and had abdicated his authority to her. Rather than have 

the backbone to stand up to her, he chose to alienate his own son and the rest of his family by turning the church 

against Michael. Michael tried every way he knew to get his dad to accept the truth and refused to compromise with 

his dad by giving in to the lie. (Discerning and Defeating the Ahab Spirit by Steve Sampson) 

The passive preacher 

 Just give people what they want 

 Don‟t confront and correct trouble makers 

 Don‟t tick off the money people 

 Tone down sermons as to not offend anyone 

 Let people control and run over them 

 Just go along to get along 

 Someone else actually controls them behind the scenes (board, wife, elder, or controlling female figure) 

Moses almost lost his destiny and died before his time playing the Ahab 

Exodus 4:24  “Along the way at a [resting-] place, the Lord met [Moses] and sought to kill him [made him acutely and 
almost fatally ill].

25 
[Now apparently he had failed to circumcise one of his sons, his wife being opposed to it; but 

seeing his life in such danger] Zipporah took a flint knife and cut off the foreskin of her son and cast it to touch 
[Moses‟] feet, and said, Surely a husband of blood you are to me! 

26 
When He let [Moses] alone [to recover], Zipporah 

said, A husband of blood are you because of the circumcision.” 

1 Peter 3:1 “In like manner, you married women, be submissive to your own husbands [subordinate yourselves as 
being secondary to and dependent on them, and adapt yourselves to them], so that even if any do not obey the Word 
[of God], they may be won over not by discussion but by the [godly] lives of their wives, 



2 
When they observe the pure and modest way in which you conduct yourselves, together with your reverence [for 

your husband; you are to feel for him all that reverence includes: to respect, defer to, revere him—to honor, esteem, 
appreciate, prize, and, in the human sense, to adore him, that is, to admire, praise, be devoted to, deeply love, and 
enjoy your husband].

3 
Let not yours be the [merely] external adorning with [elaborate] interweaving and knotting of the 

hair, the wearing of jewelry, or changes of clothes;
4 
But let it be the inward adorning and beauty of the hidden person 

of the heart, with the incorruptible and unfading charm of a gentle and peaceful spirit, which [is not anxious or 
wrought up, but] is very precious in the sight of God.

5 
For it was thus that the pious women of old who hoped in God 

were [accustomed] to beautify themselves and were submissive to their husbands [adapting themselves to them as 
themselves secondary and dependent upon them].

6 
It was thus that Sarah obeyed Abraham [following his guidance 

and acknowledging his headship over her by] calling him lord (master, leader, authority). And you are now her true 
daughters if you do right and let nothing terrify you [not giving way to hysterical fears or letting anxieties unnerve you]. 
7 
In the same way you married men should live considerately with [your wives], with an intelligent recognition [of the 

marriage relation], honoring the woman as [physically] the weaker, but [realizing that you] are joint heirs of the grace 
(God‟s unmerited favor) of life, in order that your prayers may not be hindered and cut off. [Otherwise you cannot pray 
effectively.]” 

Jezebel seems like the strongman, but in reality, you can’t have a Jezebel remain without an Ahab 
somewhere.  The strength of Jezebel/Ahab is to remain hidden.  Jezebel/Ahab are ruling spirits over 
seduction, whoredoms, and compromise. 

Be willing to confront, rebuke, and not tolerate things that aren’t right 

NELSON TOOK ANOTHER sip of coffee and continued to watch the attractive young woman. She was tastefully 

dressed in a dark suit and had the look of optimism—a confident handshake and direct eye contact, while soulfully 

engaging people in conversation. With her penetrating charisma, the woman was vivacious and enthusiastic. She had 

the ability to draw people to her. She was fun to be with and seemed to be a devoted student of the Bible. Nelson‟s 

church was beginning to shrink. Individuals that he had earmarked for leadership had left. To fill their void, Nelson 

needed to find new leaders. Each month his desperation increased, as the money from tithes and offerings continued 

to shrink. During their times together, the woman suggested her theories on how to increase church membership. A 

savvy businesswoman, she created a blueprint to steer the church towards a position of dominance. Over the 

ensuing months, she became more entrenched in the church and began to lead a women‟s Bible study group. At the 

same time, Nelson was puzzled by the woman‟s beliefs. She seemed to be in touch with the spirit, however, it 

seemed to be a “dark spirit.” This spirit had told her to do unusual things, some of which had previously resulted in 

immorality. Despite this, Nelson and his wife loved being around this woman. Seeing her potential, they met with the 

woman often and attempted to mentor her. As they placed their hopes in her, young women in the church began to 

rally around this woman. While her influence grew, Nelson‟s diminished like a slow leaking tire. Each month, the 

church continued to shrink in members. Then, Nelson‟s wife began to suffer various illnesses, and his mind became 

filled with sexual fantasies. To make matters worse, his once amiable church staff became divisive and their vibrant 

small-groups program began to dwindle.  One day, Nelson called and asked for help. As I began to seek God, a 

dream came, allowing me to see through the enemy‟s smoke screen. I relayed what God had shown me, which he 

affirmed as accurate. But Nelson and his wife still seemed torn. Stalled by indecision and confusion, they continued to 

give the woman responsibility, leadership, and authority within the church. They admitted that she might occasionally 

receive counsel from a “spirit guide.” Nonetheless, they loved this woman and wanted to help her. What were they to 

do?  What I have just described is called an unholy alliance—a relationship that draws you inevitably to dire results, 

even though you are aware the person willfully continues to sin. Furthermore, it is evident from Scripture that God 

does not sanction such a person being given a leadership position within the church. Nelson and his wife justified 

their decision not to remove this woman from leadership “for the sake of the Kingdom.” Therefore, the Kingdom was 

compromised by the unholy arrangement, and their church suffered. (Unmasking Jezebel Spirit by John Paul 

Jackson) 

Get complete victory over Ahab 

 Incredible humility and repentance 

 Really confess sins and not blame-shift them on others 

 Be willing and desirous of change in your life 

 Ask the Holy Spirit to send his fire and burn out what needs to go 



 Let God strengthen you to rise above this attack 

 Great inner strength (rod of iron) 

 Discern those using you and cut them off in love 

 


